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EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATORS 

Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Community Services) [9.07 am]: I rise today to acknowledge 
a particularly important group of workers who have made a significant contribution to our state during the COVID-19 
pandemic. We know that our frontline workers have continued to keep our community safe over the past two years, 
and early childhood educators have performed this important role, but sometimes this workforce can be overlooked. 
Early childhood educators enable parents and families, and especially women, to return to work knowing that their 
children are receiving high-quality care. They also provide quality early education to our children, which leads to 
improved outcomes for children across the board and sets the foundations for their lifelong success. Throughout the 
pandemic, early childhood educators have worked tirelessly to ensure that our workforce remains safe and strong. 

I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge representatives from the sector who have advocated for 
and supported their respective workforces, including Rachelle Tucker, Ann Marie Chemello, Sally Griffiths, 
Debbie Brown, Lisa Bevan, Pauline Roberts, Tina Holtom, Todd Dawson, Elizabeth Death, Helen Gibbons and the 
United Workers Union. I would like to thank the education and care regulatory unit—ECRU—at the Department 
of Communities, which has been communicating timely and important information to the sector under dynamic 
and changing conditions. ECRU has been hosting seminars with sector leaders, assisting with COVID preparedness 
and sharing key learnings from the sector. Thank you to Phil Payne, Vicki Kelly, Natalie Gulberti and the entire 
team at ECRU for their important work. 

Our government is committed to ensuring that Western Australian children have the best opportunity to learn, 
grow and thrive. We cannot do that without the work of early childhood educators and providers who start our kids 
on their learning journey. I extend my sincere thanks and appreciation to all the dedicated early childhood educators 
in Western Australia. Your work changes lives. 
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